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A TWENTY YEARS FRIENDSHIP

Twenty years ago,

Professor  Nicolais
from the University of
Naples and I organ-
ized a unique sympo-
sium in Capri, Italy.
The meeting was co-
sponsored by the
American  Science
Foundation and the
Italian CNR agency.
It focused on some
technical innovations
in composite materi-
als, the collaboration
between industry and
academia and other
issues concerning the
education of young
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engineers. At that
time Boeing and Aeri-
talia ( now known as
Alenia) had agreed to
collaborate in the de-
velopment of the
Boeing 767 aircraft
and, as a result, some
of the composite ma-
terials were manufac-
tured in Southern It-
aly.

We both felt that the
right time for another
Capri meeting had ar-
rived and we decided
to hold it in the year
of the 20th anniver-
sary of our first meet-
ing. In those vyears
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our friendship grew
stronger and our pro-
fessional collaboration
led to many interesting
scientific  accomplish-
ments.

For this occasion, we
assembled a group of

diverse and distin-
guished friends to
spend four days in

Naples and Capri, but,
more importantly, to
find ways in which
ideas and concepts can
be implemented into
research and become
reality.

Prof. J. C. Seferis

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Meeting background
In Naples

Wilson Tennis evening
Symposium schedule

List of participants

Professor Seferis at the
Wilson event in Capri.

ANOTHER FRIENDSHIP FILOURISHED.

The organization of

a technical meeting
held in my home
country, seemed a
great challenge when
Prof. Seferis told me
to get in contact with
the “Italians” to set
up a 20th year anni-
versary Capri meet-
ing. All the organiza-
tional problems were
solved with the help

Mario Montanino and Eddy Depase (on the left)
together with Jim Ferrara and Chris Velisaris.

of Dr. Mario Montanino
from the University of
Naples. He provided
our group with the ex-
perience and humor of
a Neapolitan and his
help was fundamental
for the final success of
the meeting. These
few lines are to ac-
knowledge the help of
my new friend Mario.

Edoardo Depase
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CULTURAL SENSITIVITY OF THE VISITORS
IN THE CAMPANIA REGION

On June 30, 2001 at

12:54 p.m. I stepped
off of a Boeing 737
onto the warm con-
crete of the tarmac at
Capodichino Airport in
the Campania Region

reason for this, the an-
swer becomes clear;
southern Italy and the
Campania Region were
the most culturally

as the most captivating
place I have ever ex-
perienced. The Cam-
pania Region is the ad-
ministrative region for

View of "Castel dell'Ovo from the hotel room in Naples.

of southern Italy. This
was, literally, my first
step in experiencing a
culture outside of
North America, and
now, as I reflect on my
21 day visit to central
and southern Europe,
the time I spent in
southern Italy is un-
questionably the most
vivid. As I ponder the

awakening experience
of my trip, and for that
matter, my life. Be-
yond the stunning ar-
chitecture, breathtak-
ing coast line, multiple
millennia of history,
brilliant food, and fine
wine, it was the people
and the culture of
southern Italy that
mark Napoli, Capri, and
the Campania Region

southern Italy and is
located in the central
coastal region of the
Tyrrhenian Sea. The
islands of Capri and Is-
chia, located in the Bay
of Napoli, are also part
of this region. The Re-
gion is approximately
5249 square miles with
a population of approxi-
mately 6 million people.
The distribution of

population in Campania
is somewhat irregular:
certain inland areas are
under populated, while
the coasts are highly
urbanized. The Prov-
ince of Napoli, in par-
ticular, has a density of
2,617 inhabitants per
square km., one of the
highest in Europe. This
imbalance is the result
of centuries of drift by
rural workers from the
poorer areas, while the
coastal cities
(especially Napoli, the
principal pole of attrac-
tion), lacking the
manufacturing  enter-
prises capable of ab-
sorbing such an abun-
dant supply of labor

(mostly  unskilled),
found that their own
historical, social and

environmental  prob-
lems, rooted in unem-
ployment and prolifera-
tion of the under-
ground (black) econ-
omy, were severely ag-
gravated. One of the
major problems facing
the coastal cities, par-
ticularly Napoli, is that
of bad housing condi-
tions in the over-
crowded poorer quar-
ters that are lacking
the necessary social
and public health infra-
structures.

(Continued on page 4)
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BEDR OPEN 2001 — SPONSORED By WILSON
SPORTS AND THE CAPRI TENNIS CLUB

Wimbledon? No.

The U.S. Open? Not
Quite. The French
Open? Almost. Try
the BEDR Open. At the
Capri Tennis Club, Wil-
son Sports donated
eight state of art rack-
ets to the BEDR Open
as gratitude for the
hours of dedication
that the University of
Washington Polymeric
Composites Laboratory
has provided in novel
materials research for
Wilson Sports and their
next generation prod-
uct lines. The partici-
pants of the first ever
BEDR Open tested
each of the rackets in
the final two matches
of the tournament with
lightening fast serves,
awe-inspiring  back-
hand returns, extraor-
dinary drop shots, and
precise volleys. The
team of Jamie Burgess
and Mario Montanino
challenged the team of
Fred Betz and Hiroshi
Aotani in the tourna-
ment consolation
match, while the team
of University of Wash-
ington, Professors Jim
Seferis and Lambros
Georgoulis, challenged
Dr. John Halpin in the
championship.

In the end, the pair

from the University of
Washington fittingly
took their first BEDR
Open title with a titanic
three-set win over Hal-
pin.  After almost ex-
actly one hour, Halpin
netted a forehand re-

cous crowd at the first
BEDR Open, the play-
ers delivered a wonder-
ful see-saw battle. In-
spired winners mixed
with  nerve-shredded
errors to a backdrop of
football-style  chants

ship itself until the tu-
multuous finale.

The team of Professors
missed three match
points in the 4th game
of the last set before
digging deep to be-
come the first champi-
ons of the tournament.
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Participants of the BEDR Open at the "Capri tennis club”.

turn to end one of the
great Grand Slam finals
in tennis history. How-
ever, the victory did
not come easy for the
team of Professors
from Seattle. In front
of an unpredicted rau-

and cheers from the
Capri locals on every
point. In a stomach-
churning final set the
match went one way
then the other, each
player treating a game
won like the champion-

"I don't know if some-
one is going to wake
me up and tell me I
haven't won again,"
said an emotional Pro-
fessor Seferis after-
wards. "This was the

dream of all my life.
(Continued on page 4)
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CULTURAL
SENSITIVITY
OF THE VISI-
TORS

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

The industrial sector,
though unable to pro-
vide sufficient work to
ease the pressure of
unemployment that
plagues the streets of
Napoli, is still the lead-
ing sector of its kind in
the south of Italy.
Since the start of the
century, however, in-
dustrial expansion has
always been restricted
to a number of privi-
leged areas, particu-
larly around Napoli giv-
ing rise to pollution
and environmental
problems  associated
with the heavy concen-
tration of factories
close to inhabited
zones.

The city of Napoli is
one of the oldest cities
in all of Western
Europe and the com-
mercial center of the
Campania Region.
Founded more than
2,500 vyears ago by
Greeks from the
nearby town of Cuma,
the city quickly devel-
oped into a bastion of
Greek culture in the
West. Its strategic lo-
cation has been the
object of many con-
querors  throughout
history. In the medie-
val period and beyond,
Napoli was ruled in
turn by the Byzantines,

The magnificent view of the bay of Naples from the room in Hotel Royal,
with the island of Capri in the distance

Lombards, Normans,
Swabians, Angevins,
Aragonites, and Bour-
bons.

The city is blessed by
great beauty and his-
tory but the hard condi-
tions of modern life are
in stark contrast to the
scenic grandeur of this
coastal region. Napoli is
the third largest city in
Italy with a population
of 1,200,000 people.
The center of Napoli is a
cluttered area of
churches, convents, and
palaces. Within blocks
are ancient medieval
buildings, Renaissance
architecture, relics of
the Roman era near
modern  slums  with
brightly colored laundry
hanging in the sun.

During World War II,

repeated bombing by
the Allies caused
heavy damage as did
the retreating Ger-
mans.  The harbor
and some sections
were virtually demol-
ished, and are obvi-
ously still recovering
to this day. This en-
ergetic city is a living
contrast of great and
common, heroic and
sinister, awesome
and awful. Beyond
any other, after ex-
periencing Napoli and
the Campania Region,
the day I stepped
back on the airplane
my world had become
orders of magnitude
larger, yet disappoint-
ingly finite.

Jamie Burgess

BEDR OPEN 2001

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3)

Professor Lambros and I
came here and nobody
thought we could win,
but here we are holding
the trophy. It was one
of those matches which
could have gone either
way, but someone has to
lose and we weren't go-
ing to let it be us."

At the end of the day
everyone who partici-
pated in the event was a
winner. It was a day of
good sports, good com-
petition, and good times.
Special thanks goes to
Wilson Sports for donat-
ing the superb tennis
rackets, and the Capri
Tennis Club for their hos-
pitality and patience with
our group.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monday July 2nd , Naples

Afternoon

Evening

Arrival at Hotel “Royal” in
Naples.

Visit to the headquarters of the
Campania region and opening re-
marks from Prof. Seferis

Working dinner at the restaurant
“La Bersagliera” in Naples.

Tuesday July 3rd, Naples

Morning & Afternoon

Evening

Behind the scenes tour of Naples
and meeting at the headquarters of
the Campania region with Prof.
Nicolais.

Working dinner at the restaurant
“Mare Chiaro” in Naples.

Wednesday July 4th, Capri

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Transfer to Capri at the hotel “La
Residenza”.

Discussion session about poly-
meric composite systems (Prof.
Seferis, Dr. Aotani, Prof. Halpin,
Mr. Wilhelm).

Wilson Tennis Event at the Capri
Tennis Club.

Working dinner.

Thursday July 5th, Capri

Morning

Afternoon

Evening

Discussion session about Manage-
ment of Technology (Dr. Montan-
ino, Prof. Betz).

Tour around Capri.

Farewell “cheese and wine” at the
Hotel “La Residenza” in Capri.

MEETING
PARTICIPANTS

Dr. Hiroshi Aotani,
Du Pont retiree

Dr. Fred Betz,
University of Maryland

Jamie Burgess,
BEDR/Bocing

Dr. Marc Carrega,
Rhone Poulenc retiree

Suzan Corkos,
FREEDOM

Edoardo Depase,
BEDR/University of
Washington

Dr. Jim Ferrara,
Thermo-Haake

Dr. Lambros Georgoulis,
BEDR/University of
Washington

Dr. John Halpin,
AFOSR

Drt. Mario Montanino,
Univarsity of Naples

Dr. Gino Nicolais,
Reggione di Campania

Dr. James Seferis,
BEDR/University of
Washington

Demetris Vamvakaris,
Architect

Dr. Chris Velisaris,
GATX

Mark Wilhelm,
Boeing




